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Nonhuman Flourishing
The well-being and flourishing of human and nonhuman Life on Earth have value
in themselves (synonyms: intrinsic value, inherent value). These values are
independent of the usefulness of the nonhuman world for human purposes.
– Arne Naess and George Sessions,
“Platform Principles of the Deep Ecology Movement”
Content:
This course forms part of a series of first-year seminar classes that are broadly focused on the
theme of human flourishing. In our class, we will focus on the theme of nonhuman flourishing
in particular by tracing the historical emergence of the contemporary ecological or environmental
movement. We will read some of the most important texts that galvanized this movement from
the late nineteenth century to the present including Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac,
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring, and selected essays by John Muir and Arne Naess. Students will
also have the opportunity to present their own work on current ecological issues in our class.
Our close reading of these texts will thus broach the following questions in relation to the theme
of human flourishing: What place does the nonhuman or “more-than-human” world hold in the
project of human flourishing? How is the act of flourishing different from the act of living,
existing, or surviving? If the term “flourishing” is derived from the Latin term flos (“flower”),
then why is it used to describe what is presumably a specifically human endeavor?
Texts:
• John Muir, Wilderness Essays, rev. ed. (Layton, Utah: Gibbs Smith, 2015), ISBN 9781423607120;
• Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There, rev. ed. (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2020), ISBN 978-0197500262;
• Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, rev. ed. (Boston, MA: Mariner Books, 2002), ISBN 9780618249060;
• Alan Drengson and Yuichi Inoue (eds.), The Deep Ecology Movement: An Introductory
Anthology (Berkeley, CA: North Atlantic Books, 1995), ISBN 978-1556431982;
• Emma Marris, Wild Souls: Freedom and Flourishing in the Non-Human World (New
York: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2021), ISBN 978-1635574944.
Assessment:
• First short essay (2-3 pp, 15%);
• Second short essay (2-3 pp, 15%);
• Topic proposal (1-2 pp, 10%);
• Digital story (2-3 min, 10%);
• Research essay (6-8 pp, 30%);
• Attendance and participation (20%).

