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Description

American Studies will teach you how to think expansively and critically about American culture. Our courses will allow
you to understand the patterns of American culture as they have changed over time, and as they are reflected in the
particular experiences of Americans from different regions, social classes, races, ethnicities, genders and national
backgrounds. The major will immerse you in the subject of American culture, as well as in the interdisciplinary
methods of American Studies, which seek insight through multiple perspectives on phenomena, events, or currents
in American culture. You will be exposed to several disciplinary perspectives through the Contributing Courses and
also to models for integrating such perspectives in the Core Course, the Introduction, and the Senior Symposium.
Our major is designed to help you explore the borders of American nationality as well as the contexts in which the
American experience has unfolded. Our faculty have a wide range of scholarly interests and are affiliated with the
English, Women's Studies, Sociology, Religion and History Departments at Emory.

The major will emphasize the interdisciplinary study of cultural forms, practices, institutions, technologies, and social
movements in American history and culture. Both individual courses and the program as a whole will give special
attention to the interactions of gender, place and region, race and ethnicity, and social class as cultural patterns.
While we take the United States as our primary field of reference, we do so understanding that the internal borders
of region and the external borders of nation have changed over time. We thus encourage work that explores America
as a place, a population, and a set of historical events, and we will encourage each major to include courses with a
comparative dimension or ones that offer an international context for the development of American culture.

We seek to give students a broad base in the sweep of American history (in our introductory course and in the
requirement of one other course in American History) and exposure to the way that different disciplines offer
insight into American history (hence the requirement to take one contributing course in social science and one
in humanities). In the core courses, students will choose from a range of deeply interdisciplinary courses as they
learn to apply the basic models of the introductory course to a variety of events and social phenomena in American
history. The senior symposium will function as a capstone seminar, one that will bring students to a certain level of
sophistication about American Studies as a scholarly field. In that seminar, students will learn about the history of
American Studies and participate in a research seminar around a common theme (such as the legacy of slavery or
the Vietnam War).

American Studies began as an intellectual movement in universities and colleges and there are over two hundred
American Studies programs in the United States (and even more abroad). It is therefore a degree that is recognizable
to professional schools, gradaute programs, and employers. It can prepare students for a wide range of careers:
in law, business, teaching, journalism, the arts, philanthropy and museums. Our majors will be taught how to think
critically about the complex social system in which they live, which is an exemplary way to combine a liberal arts
education with vocational interests.

Concentrations

Majors are offered in the area(s) of: American Studies. For details, see the Major page for each area.

Faculty

Chair/Director: Michael Moon
Director of Undergraduate Studies: Catherine Nickerson

Core Faculty

Monique Allewaert; Peggy Barlett; Matthew Bernstein; Rudolph Byrd; Joseph Crespino; Stephen Crist; Timothy
Dowd; Michael Elliott; James Flannery; Lawrence Jackson; Regine Jackson; Walter Kalaidjian; Gary Laderman;
Valerie Loichot; Michael Moon; Catherine Nickerson; Mary Odem; Jonathan Prude; Benjamin Reiss; John Stuhr;
Natasha Trethewey; Allen Tullos; Kimberly Wallace-Sanders; Dana White



Associated Faculty

Cristine Levenduski; Kim Loudermilk

Emeriti Faculty

Peter Dowell; Dorinda Evans

Courses

Core Subjects

This department offers courses in the following subject(s): American Studies. For a list of specific courses in each
subject area, see the course descriptions page for that subject.

Programs

Honors Program

See "Honors Program" in the curriculum section of the Catalog and contact your department for more specific
information.


